
Shakespeare Comma Exercises  

 

Using the “Comma Rules” handout, give the reason for the commas used in each of the following sentences. 

 

1.  Historians believe William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564.  1. Items in dates 

 

2.  He lived much of his life in Stratford, England.     2. Items in addresses 

 

3. Shakespeare wrote tragedies, histories, and comedies.    3. Items in a series 

 

4. He also wrote 154 sonnets, 14-line poems written in iambic pentameter.   4. Appositive phrase 

 

5. Shakespeare used the rhyme scheme of abab, cdcd, efef, gg.   5. Items in a series 

 

6. Composed of three quatrains and a couplet, these poetic lines are 

easy to memorize.           6. Intro participial phrase 

 

7. Yes, memorizing a sonnet is a great idea! ☺     7. Introductory word 

   

8. Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare’s second tragedy, is often studied in 

ninth grade.         8. Appositive phrase 

 

9. Because their families are engaged in a deadly feud, Romeo and Juliet 

are destined to become star-crossed lovers.     9. Introductory adverb clause 

 

10. Juliet, who is being forced to marry Paris against her will, appears to 

be dead after taking a sleeping potion.      10. Nonessential adj clause 

 

11. Based on Plutarch’s Lives of the Noble Greeks and Romans, Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar deals with the plot to assassinate this ruler.               11. Intro participial phrase 

 

12. The envious, ambitious Cassius instigates the conspiracy against Caesar.  12. 2 adjectives before a noun 

 

13. Antony, Caesar’s friend, persuades the hoi polloi to seek revenge 

on the assassins.        13. Appositive phrase 

 

14. Sophomores, were you required to memorize Antony’s famous speech?  14. Direct address 

 

15. Macbeth, Shakespeare’s shortest play, is all about fear.    15. Appositive phrase 

 

16. As a tribute to King James I, this play portrays the origins of the  

Stuart dynasty.         16. 2 intro prep phrases 

 

17. Three witches prophesy that Macbeth will become thane of Glamis,  

thane of Cawdor, and future king of Scotland.     17. Items in a series 

 

18. Lady Macbeth, as a result, becomes enamored with the idea of 

being queen.         18. Parenthetical expression 

 

19. The sleepwalking scene, which stars Lady Macbeth, contains lines 

often quoted from the play.       19. Nonessential adj clause 

 

20. Shakespeare is awesome, and you should read some of his works.  20. 2 ind clauses w/a conj 

 


