
The Hobbit Comma Exercises  
  

Using the “Comma Rules” handout, give the reason for the commas used in each of the following sentences.  
  

 1.  J. R. R. Tolkien, the writer of The Hobbit, was a friend to C. S. Lewis.   1. ______________________  
  

2.  Tolkien was born in Bloemfontein, South Africa.        
  

2. ______________________  

3. He died on September 2, 1973.            
  

4. His books, The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, are considered  

3. ______________________  

 classics in the fantasy genre.             
  

5.  Because he enjoyed Anglo-Saxon literature, Tolkien was an English  

4. ______________________  

 teacher at Oxford University.             
  

6.  At the beginning of The Hobbit, Gandalf invites Bilbo Baggins on  

5. ______________________  

 an adventure.                 
  

6. ______________________  

7.  When the trolls are caught out in the sunlight, they turn to stone.    
  

7. ______________________  

8. Passing through the Misty Mountains, the party is attacked by goblins.  
  

9. Forced to climb trees to escape the goblins and the wargs, the dwarves  

8. ______________________  

 are rescued by friendly eagles.            
  

10. With the help of a magic ring, Bilbo rescues the dwarves from the  

9. ______________________  

 Elvenking’s prison.                
  

10. _____________________  

11. Stealing a cup from Smaug’s lair, Bilbo makes the dragon mad.    
  

11. _____________________  

12. Bard, who is an excellent archer, kills the dragon with his black arrow.  
  

13. Goblins, wargs, dwarves, elves, and men fight in the Battle of the Five  

12. _____________________  

 Armies.                  
  

14. Beorn helps to defeat the enemy, and the treasure is restored to its  

13. _____________________  

 rightful owners.                
  

14. _____________________  

15. (SPOILER ALERT!) Thorin, Fili, and Kili die in battle.      
  

15. _____________________  

16. Thorin, the leader of the dwarves, is buried under the mountain.    
  

16. _____________________  

17. The Arkenstone, in fact, is buried with him.         
  

17. _____________________  

18. Students, have you read The Hobbit?           
  

18. _____________________  

19. Well, it’s a great book!              
  

19. _____________________  

20. If you like The Hobbit, you will also enjoy The Lord of the Rings.   20. _____________________  
 


